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substance abuse issues. The organization was
founded in 2010 by Chris Patton, Gary Smith,
and Ben Embree. The Embassy officially
opened their doors on January 8, 2011, to
men in the community wanting to overcome
their dependence on drugs.

The mission of their ministry focuses on
building a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and rebuilding a sense of self and con-
fidence for their residents to become leaders,
whether that be in their work, community,
church, or family. Along with spiritual develop-
ment, The Embassy provides occupational op-
portunities to ensure a comprehensive strat-
egy for treatment and recovery. These jobs
help bring restoration and fulfilment through
purposeful employment and development of
life skills.

| am proud of Executive Director Rick Rog-
ers, and all the mentors and volunteers that
have transformed so many lives. Without their
assistance, much of this would not have been
possible. Their commitment and devotion to
the transformation of these men have helped
many Embassy residents become productive
members of their community. | commend The
Embassy’s efforts in providing such an
impactful program to help the men in the Se-
dalia community strive to maintain a life of so-
briety. | look forward to seeing their continued
work in supporting men in recovery for years
to come.

———

HONORING JOHN BLEYL, ON THE
OCCASION OF THE TWENTY-
FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS
COMPANY, BLEYL ENGINEERING

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2022

Mr. BRADY. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
honor the distinguished career and community
contributions of my dear friend John Bleyl as
we celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of
Bleyl Engineering.

John founded Bleyl Engineering in 1997,
after recognizing the need for high quality mu-
nicipal projects in Conroe, Texas. The incep-
tion of Bleyl Engineering helped jumpstart an
era of record-setting growth in the Conroe
community.

However, John’s keen sense of entrepre-
neurship, strong Texas values, and reputation
for faith-fueled business ethics grew the com-
pany from a boutique firm in Montgomery
County to an engineering and construction
management powerhouse with offices and
community projects across the Lone Star
State. The company now employs 100 people
in Conroe, Austin, Bryan-College Station, and
Tomball.

Bleyl Engineering continues to be guided by
its founding vision: “to be a foundation for the
advancement of stronger, safer communities
across Texas.” Under John’s leadership, not
only has Bleyl Engineering prospered as a
company, but many communities now have
safer intersections, accessible public transpor-
tation, critical health care infrastructure, and
economic growth opportunities.

Mr. Bleyl’s first-class public and private sec-
tor engineering portfolio speaks for itself. A
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few notable engineering projects that highlight
John’s legacy across Texas include the
George Bush Intercontinental Airport, the
Deison Technology Park, Texas Children’s
Hospital, and the Fish Creek Thoroughfare Ex-
pansion. When the highest standard of engi-
neering or project management is required,
Mr. Bleyl has been consistently called upon for
his efficiency, dependability, and expertise.

Bleyl Engineering has also been committed
to supporting the community through various
philanthropic causes. It contributes to local
fundraisers through the Rotary Club of Conroe
and the Magnolia Education Foundation. In
addition, Bleyl Engineering sponsored a local
Ironman Triathlon competitor to raise money
for Syrian refugees displaced by the civil war.

Mr. Bleyl continues to serve as the City En-
gineer for Panorama Village and Shenandoah,
but his ideas live beyond his work as an engi-
neer. His dedication to his community is evi-
dent through his involvement in the Lazy River
Improvement District Board, Lone Star
Groundwater District Board, West Fork—TIRZ
Board, Bryan—TIRZ Board, and the New
Danville Project.

| am proud to recognize John as an out-
standing member of the Conroe community
and his business for celebrating a quarter-cen-
tury of excellence. Mr. Bleyl is an exceptional
businessman, a generous philanthropist, and
the embodiment of a true Texan. | congratu-
late him on this milestone and look forward to
his continued sucess.

———

SAVE THE LIBERTY THEATRE ACT
OF 2021

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 3197, which provides a land
conveyance to the city of Eunice, Louisiana.

The Save the Liberty Theatre Act of 2021
will allow the city of Eunice to restore its his-
toric Liberty Theatre.

This historic theatre has hosted silent films,
live bands, and other entertainment over its
beautiful history.

The Liberty Theatre has been a staple of
Louisiana’s Cajun community for nearly 100
years.

With passage of this bill, the City of Eunice
can proceed with its efforts to restore the the-
atre as an important center of culture and
tourism.

The bill will also direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey all rights, title, and interest
of the federal government in specified areas of
the “Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and
Preserve” to the city of Eunice, Louisiana.

That area includes an annex owned by the
National Park Service (NPS) that is attached
to the Liberty Theatre, which is owned by the
city.

The area the NPS owns is a section of the
Liberty Theatre that provides a handicap ac-
cessible entrance, but this ownership interest
in the property is hindering efforts to restore
the theatre.
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The Save the Liberty Theatre Act of 2021
would grant Eunice full ownership of the the-
atre property so the city can begin restoration
efforts.

The theatre’s stage has been dark since
October 2019, and to local Cajun musicians
like Joel Savoy, there is a fear that the center-
piece of the Cajun community will be nothing
more than a memory.

Savoy’s family is very connected to the the-
atre, as his parents were the driving force be-
hind a restoration project in the 1980s to re-
open the ornate building.

The theatre’s return is vital to regional tour-
ism.

Savoy, along with a handful of other Eunice
residents, formed the Association for the Lib-
erty Theatre earlier this year.

Their association is looking into ongoing
revenue potential through private events, such
as wedding receptions, so the theatre doesn’t
shutter again in a few decades.

Their goal is to renovate and reopen the
theatre by 2024 to commemorate the 100th
anniversary, and according to Savoy an anon-
ymous donor has committed to donating a
“substantial amount” of the projected $2 mil-
lion needed to return the theatre to its former
glory.

A handful of other Eunice residents plan on
launching fundraising campaigns and other
public planning projects if the legislation
passes.

The people of this community are willing to
go the extra mile in hard work and funding to
preserve this landmark that is dear to them.

| encourage all my colleagues to join me
and vote for H.R. 3197.

Since the people of this community are will-
ing to come together to revitalize this land-
mark, we should support them.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. ARMOND
MORRIS

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2022

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Mr.
Armond Morris of Irwin County for his retire-
ment as Chairman of the Georgia Peanut
Commission.

While farming for over 50 years, Armond
has advocated for the peanuty industry and
farmers nationally and internationally. He
served with the Georgia Peanut Commission
for more than four decades and was chairman
for 20 years. During his service, he led efforts
to ensure that the U.S. peanut industry re-
mained competitive against imports, worked
toward improving federal policies, and fought
off regulation and disease that would’ve been
harmful to the industry. His outstanding dedi-
cation to our nation’s peanut industry
prioritized U.S. peanuts and grew the industry
domestically.

As a senior member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, | am honored to represent
outstanding farmers such as Armond. It is indi-
viduals like him that make Georgia, and Amer-
ica, great.
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HAITI DEVELOPMENT, ACCOUNT-
ABILITY, AND INSTITUTIONAL
TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to address the gravity of the cyber
threat to our national security and critical infra-
structure, especially as we face potential cyber
threats from Russia following its horrific inva-
sion of Ukraine. The Federal Government
must know when vital sectors of our Nation
are affected by cyber attacks, so that we may
deploy the full resources of the Federal Gov-
ernment to respond to and mitigate these at-
tacks.

Division Y of the bipartisan “Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2022” will take significant
steps to strengthen cybersecurity protections
and ensure that the Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agency, or CISA, is at the
forefront of our Nation’s response to serious
cyber attacks by requiring timely reporting of
these attacks to the Federal Government so
that we can better prevent future incidents and
hold attackers accountable.

To be clear, Division Y of the Act, which is
based on Rep. YVETTE D. CLARKE's H.R.
5440, the “Cyber Incident Reporting for Crit-
ical Infrastructure Act of 2021,” and its Senate
companion legislation (S. 2875) sponsored by
Senator GARY C. PETERS, does not impede
the FBI or other law enforcement investiga-
tions against perpetrators of attacks.

The plain text of Division Y makes
Congress’s intent clear. Although the reports
themselves—and any  ‘“communication[s],
document[s], or material[s], or other record[s]
created for the sole purpose of preparing,
drafting or submitting” those reports—may not
be received in evidence, the FBI and other law
enforcement entities nevertheless may make
full use of the information contained in such
materials in their investigations of a cyber inci-
dent or for other purposes authorized by the
statute. Likewise, additional facts developed in
those investigations may be used to further
those investigations or activities, including in
ex parte or other proceedings. In other words,
although the FBI cannot attach the report filed
with CISA in a warrant application or submit it
in evidence in a trial, it may, as appropriate,
use information contained in the reports and
derived from them for a range of purposes, in-
cluding obtaining a warrant and prosecuting
bad actors. Further, the legislative language
also is not intended to prohibit or discourage
entities from reporting to CISA and law en-
forcement concurrently.

The language of this division makes clear
that the information may be used for cyberse-
curity or investigative purposes. In the new
section 2245 of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 created by this division, it clearly states
that reports submitted to CISA under this pro-
vision can be used for “the purpose of pre-
venting, investigating, disrupting, or pros-
ecuting an offense arising out of a cyber inci-
dent reported pursuant to” the statute’s re-
quirements or through voluntary reporting pro-
visions.

Moreover, facts developed during an FBI in-
vestigation of a relevant cyber incident using
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other authorities are not subject to the evi-
dentiary  restrictions found in  section
2245(c)(3) of the statute, including similar
facts that may also have been disclosed to the
Federal Government in the report to CISA.

The FBI's efforts to hold accountable, dis-
rupt, or deter perpetrators of cyber attacks are
fully consistent with the goal of encouraging
entities to disclose cyber incidents. As stake-
holders work through the rulemaking process,
the committees of jurisdiction in both the
House and the Senate look forward to working
with them to ensure that congressional intent
is not misinterpreted, and that this legislation
is implemented as intended.

Mr. Speaker, the hard work of many of my
colleagues went into the inclusion of this im-
portant legislation in the “Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2022.” | want to thank especially
Representatives CLARKE, JOHN KATKO, and
ANDREW R. GARBARINO; and Senators PETERS,
RoB PORTMAN, MARK R. WARNER, and SUSAN
M. COLLINS.

—————

RECOGNIZING SARA EGELSTON
AKERS

HON. VAN TAYLOR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2022

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to recognize Sara Egelston Akers for a lifetime
of service dedicated to fostering a love for the
performing arts among the youth in our com-
munity.

In 1991, what began as a single production
of “The Wizard of Oz” at a local church, would
go on to become the profoundly impactful
Plano Children’s Theatre (PCT), one of the
first youth theaters dedicated to providing chil-
dren from all backgrounds the opportunity to
be on stage. Due to Sara’s efforts as the The-
atre’s Founder and Executive Director, in time
multiple performance theatres and rehearsal
studios would be established across North
Texas.

Among her most notable achievements dur-
ing her tenue with PCT, Sara pioneered the
use of drama as a means of therapy, paving
the way for the widespread implementation of
adaptive performing arts programs for stu-
dents with disabilities.

Over the past three decades, Sara has
been a vital contributor to Plano’s performing
arts landscape. Following her executive role
with PTC, Sarah went on to a serve as the
Vice President of Community Outreach for
North Texas Performing Arts (NTPA), where
she oversaw fundraising, community outreach,
and diversity efforts. Under her leadership,
NTPA has become the largest youth theatre in
the country impacting thousands of families.

For her many contributions within our com-
munity, Sara was recognized by the Plano
Chamber of Commerce with the prestigious
Athena Award, and the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Art Centre of Plano. In honor,
NTPA has likewise established a “Sara
Egelston Akers Legacy Fund” which will pro-
vide support for the organization’s scholarship
initiatives.

Following her retirement this May, Sara will
continue to serve as a teacher and director
maintaining an active role in the NTPA’s Arts
Advisory Council, Governing Board of Direc-
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tor’s, and the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Task Force.

Ms. Sara Egelston Akers, a gifted educator,
artist, and leader, has undoubtedly made a
lasting impact on the North Texas community,
and though she will be missed, her future is
sure to be filled with many wonderful new op-
portunities.

As she prepares to embark on this next
chapter of her life, | ask my colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives to join me in
honoring Sara Egelston Akers for her success-
ful career devoted to promoting accessibility
among youth in the performing arts.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
RETIREMENT OF KENNETH BICE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2022

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the retirement of Ken-
neth Bice.

Kenneth was born in Anniston, Alabama, on
November 28, 1944. He now resides in
Ohatchee, Alabama, with Fran, his wife of 40
years. He has been blessed with five children,
12 grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren.

After working with South Central Bell for 15
years, Kenneth saw an opportunity to start a
ground-breaking telecommunication company
in Anniston, Alabama. As the telecommuni-
cation industry began rapidly changing with
new FCC rulings allowing companies and indi-
viduals to buy their own telephone equipment
instead of renting, he seized this opportunity
and founded Telephone Communications, Inc
(TCI) in 1979. TCI now serves thousands of
customers with their managed services in the
telecom, security and IT services industries.
This successful company is the first of many
companies Kenneth would begin. Other com-
panies he founded include: TelNet Corpora-
tion, Bice Enterprises, The Homestead & Lib-
erty Square, Blue Signs, Yello Wireless, Smart
Ink, BCR Corporation, PHR, Inc., KB’s Res-
taurant and Action Auto.

He has served his community over the
years and been involved as a Graduate of
Leadership Calhoun County, a member of the
Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce, the
Salvation Army Advisory Board, Anniston Main
Street Board of Directors, Founder of Citizens
for Safer Alabama, Calhoun County Economic
Development Council, Colonial Bank Advisory
Board, Board of Directors for the Berman
Foundation Museum, Board member of Annis-
ton Retail Commercial Development Authority,
Founder of Alabama Long Distance Associa-
tion, Volunteer fireman at Ohatchee Fire De-
partment and active member of Oak Bowery
Church where he currently serves as Sunday
School Teacher and Chairman of Properties
Committee.

He Received Small Business Leader of the
Year for Calhoun County (1990, 1994) and
Special Achievement Award from State of Ala-
bama (1990).

Kenneth retired February 14, 2022 and will
be honored March 29th with family and friends
in Saks.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating my friend on his retirement and his
tireless service to our community.
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